
Monday August 31st  
 
 
Good Afternoon Everyone, 
 
As we mentioned last week, we will continue to update you as we get closer to the first day of 
school, September 10th 2020. In this update, we will look at our plans regarding opening day, 
school supplies and some of our safety procedures. As a staff, we will be meeting to continually 
assess these procedures to help ensure everyone’s safety as we understand that families and 
students may be anxious about coming back to school. We will continually update the student 
and parent community as to where we are in the planning stages for the 2020-21 school year as 
we go.  
 
This week, staff will finally be able to move into ARYES and will be working hard to set up 
their learning PODS, look at our safety procedures and plan first week activities. While things 
may change between now and September 10th, we will continue to present the most accurate 
information to you. Closer to September 10th, you will receive further information regarding the 
safety measures that will be in place. 
 
Here are some updates regarding safety procedures, opening day, and school supplies; 
 
Closed Campus:  Anne Roberts Young Elementary School will be a closed campus as per 
District protocol. This means that there will not be any user groups in the school at any time. We 
understand that being a new school, everyone is eager to get in and have a look. We are also 
eager to have our community in and show off our new space. Unfortunately, with work still 
being done at the school and District safety requirements in place, we are unable to have any 
tours prior to school starting as well as having parents/guardians in the building when school 
starts in a drop-in manner. We are looking at alternatives with one being a video tour and 
continuing to put pictures out on the website. We know this is not as good as an in-person tour, 
but at this point safety is our number one goal. Parents who wish to meet with teachers or 
administration must call and book a time.  This is to restrict additional adults in the building.  
Please call or email individual staff directly.  
 
Learning Groups/Cohorts:  As per the Ministry of Education Restart Plan, our school will be 
working within learning groups or cohorts of up to 60 students and staff. A learning group is a 
group of students and staff who remain together throughout the school year and who primarily 
interact with each other. The layout of ARYES works well for these numbers and expectations.  



Each POD of the school consists of 2 OR 3 classes. In a POD that consists of 2 classes, this will 
be their cohort. In a POD of 3 classes, we will have two cohorts (2 classes & 1 class). Each term 
these cohorts will change to allow a different set of two classes to be a cohort. In each POD, 
these classrooms will be able to join together within the cohort for projects and activities like 
physical education (PE) or music. Learning groups/cohorts provide a range of benefits for 
students including more in-class learning time, increased peer interaction and support, and 
decreased feelings of isolation. Teachers and administrators who normally do not work strictly in 
a learning group/cohort will be required to follow social distancing procedures or wear a mask if 
they cannot social distance. 
 
Masks are not required for elementary students within their classes and learning groups.  
Students who wish to wear masks, will of course be able to do so. The district will provide our 
school with directional arrows and signage to ensure that the students can follow safety 
protocols. 
 

 
 
 
Safety Procedures: The School District Health and Safety Department have been working 
tirelessly this summer to ensure that all protocols and safety procedures are in place to keep 
students and staff safe. Earlier last week, Superintendent Mr. Stephen Petrucci sent out a parent 
letter via MyEdBC outlining the Restart Plan and Safety Procedures. The letter is available 
at https://www.prn.bc.ca/update-13-covid-19-august-21-2020-letter-from-superintendent-to-
parents-k-12-restart/  
Prior to school starting, a daily health checklist will be sent home to families and with staff.  This 
checklist is to be used daily to ensure that everyone that comes into our school will be healthy.  
Any indication that a child or staff member is sick, means they need to stay home. Students and 
staff will be required to wash their hands frequently (upon entering, before breaks and after 



breaks, when going to the gym, the library or bathroom, etc). If a student becomes ill at school, a 
parent/guardian will be contacted to pick them up as soon as possible. This makes it very 
important that all contact information is up to date.   
 
Health Protocols/Restart Of School:   
Please make sure that you use the Student Daily Health Check every day to ensure your 
child/children are healthy.  This form is provided at the end of this document.  
 
“Nut Aware” School - At ARYES, we are committed to provide a safe environment that is 
inclusive for all children. In common with most other schools, we have a number of children 
with nut allergies. Nut aware means you are being asked to consider peanut/nut alternatives for 
individual student lunches and snacks out of consideration to our children with nut allergies. We 
do not describe the school as being ‘Nut Free’ because we cannot guarantee that students or 
adults have not brought nuts, or traces of nuts, into the building. PODs that have students with 
nut allergies may also send home further documentation with procedures they will follow in their 
PODs to ensure student safety. 
 
 
First Day Procedures:  School will begin for grade 1 to grade 6 students on Thursday, 
September 10th 2020. This day will be an early dismissal day and will run from 8:49-10:49am. 
 
As this will be our very first opening day, we realize there will be some anxiety and we will 
continue to reinforce the procedures as we get closer. Our plan will be to send out some pictures 
to help prior to Sept. 10th, be out there to guide students that morning, and have signage to help 
guide our students. Upon arrival, students will be able to play on our new playgrounds; and our 
paved playing areas. We will be setting up some areas for our students to hang out and guide 
them to their grade groups. Due to space and restrictions, we remind families that we will not be 
able to allow parents/guardians to remain on school grounds after drop off, as staff will be there 
to help students get to their appropriate places.  
 
Once the bell rings, we will be guiding students into different areas based on their grades. 
Teachers will then help separate students into their PODS and settle in for the morning. All staff 
will work together to make your child feel safe, secure, and supported.  
 
Dismissal on the first day will be at 10:49am. Supervision will be provided after school to help 
ensure all students are picked up safely. We thank you in advance for your patience as we realize 
first day pick up will be busy. Once again, we will look ahead to possibilities and send out some 
ideas with pictures on how pick up procedures will work.  
 
Friday, September 11th 2020 will be a full day for students. Students will practice and review 
safety protocols and become familiar with new routines. Please remember to pack a lunch, a 
water bottle, and inside shoes. Students will not have access to microwaves at this time, so please 
take this into consideration when packing your child’s lunch. I encourage all families to place 
their child’s name on their belongings with a permanent marker to help the children keep track of 
their items. 
 



Kindergarten:  Full day kindergarten begins on Wednesday, September 16th 2020.  A more 
specific newsletter will be sent to kindergarten families in the week prior to their start.  The 
kindergarten teachers will be calling all families on in advance to review the schedule for each 
child. 
 
School Fees: The School Board has approved our school fees for the 2020-2021 year.  We ask 
that fees be paid by October 1st 2020.  Please see the school fee table below. 
 
School Supplies - As part of our school fees, we will offer school supplies to families. This 
alleviates families from having to search out lists and supplies. We buy our supplies in bulk and 
as a result we get great prices, which we pass along to our families. It also ensures that students 
receive the supplies that their specific teacher wants to use. 
Cultural fees help to offset the cost of all the cultural performances and art residencies that will 
be held in 2020-2021.   
 
Grade Level: Supplies: Cultural Fee: Agenda: Total 

Cost: 
Kindergarten  $35  $10.00 Not applicable $45.00 
Grade 1-3 $35 $10.00 $10.00 $55.00 
Grade 4-6 $35 $10.00 $10.00 $55.00 
Grade 6 
Additional 
Fee 

Classroom with Technology Fee: Insurance Charge for Grade 
6: As per board $35 

 

 

A reminder that our communication channels include:  

- ARYES Website – ary.prn.bc.ca 
- Facebook – Anne Roberts Young School 
- Email 
- You can also stay updated through SD60’s primary channel, www.prn.bc.ca , social 

media via www.facebook.com/sd60prn and www.twitter.com/sd60  
- Collected updates and resources about COVID-19 are available 

at https://www.prn.bc.ca/resources/covid-19/  

The staff at ARYES is excited and looking forward to seeing everyone in September. 

 

Broyden Bennett      Melissa DeGroot  
Principal       Vice-Principal 
ARYES       ARYES 
 
 
 
 



 


